
PNG Customs meet at 

Madang Resort 
The PNG Customs Regional Conference was held at the 
Madang Resort in January 2016 where more than 100 
delegates arrived from all over PNG including the Pacific 
Islands met to discuss was in which they could customs 
could improve their services in the Region. 

The Conference was held in the Sana Room whilst meals 
were provided in the famous Haus Win Restaurant and at 
Haus Kibung and included a cruise on the Kalibobo Spirit. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Founding Father of PNG to 

Celebrate 80th Birthday! 

 

  

Grand Chief Rt. Hon. Sir 
Michael Somare, the 
founding Prime Minister of 
Papua New Guinea turns 80 
on Apr 9 2016.   He will 
celebrate his Birthday & 48 
years in Politics in Wewak 
with his family, friends and 
colleagues.  International 
guests are also likely to 
attend the celebrations.  
 

Sir Michael Somare is the long-
est serving Member of Parlia-

The managing Director or Melanesian,  Chief Sir Peter Barter along 
with close friends of Sir Michael will visit Wewak aboard the  
Kalibobo Spirit to witness the important historic event.    
 
The party will include the Rt .Hon.  Sir Mekere Mourata and Lady 
Roselyn, Dame Meg Taylor & Daughter Tamail, Professor Edward  
Wolfers, Sir Arnold Amet, Professor Fr. Jan Czuba & Andrew  
Barter. 

The group consist of a group of ladies 
who regularly play golf, tennis and party 
together and take a trip each year to-
gether.  This year again, they have cho-
sen PNG to cruise the Sepik.   They ar-
rive in time to witness the Madang Fes-
tival that takes place over the Queens 
Birthday weekend and then board the 
Kalibobobo Spirit for 6 days on the Se-
pik River. 

The Tsunami Leader,  Elizabeth (Bertie) 
Henwood  who has expressed excitement 
on their proposed visit and has constantly 
been in touch to ensure the group is kept 
active. 

 

The group has been given the name  
Tsunami  because the places they visit are 

never the same after they leave! 
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New Garden Wing 
under construction 
at Madang Resort 
 
A new wing 
of 20 self 
contained 
de-luxe 
rooms/
apartments 
are due to 
open in 
May 2016.   
Each room 
will have a 
compact kitchenette, balcony split king 
bed configuration overlooking the land-
scaped gardens and the beautiful Madang 

Grand Chief Rt. Hon. Sir Michael T Somare, MP 

Tsunami’s return to PNG 





Posters, Flyers, Photos ..... 
MTS have posters, flyers and thousands of top class pictures that  
encourage visitors to understand the diverse cultural activities avail-
able in Madang and  Papua New Guinea.   The posters & flyers shown 
can be downloaded from our website www.mtspng.com.  MTS can 
also supply high resolution pictures of people and places in PNG. 

New Livery for our Dive 
Boats & Vehicles 
The picture below shows the Madang Reef Explorer with  
pictures of what you can expect below with the Kalibobo Spirit 
in the back ground ready to go anywhere in PNG including the 
Sepik Riiver the Islands of Milne Bay the Trobriand  
Islands. And D'Entrecastreaux Group. 
We pride ourselves of our vehicles and boats which are  
fastidiously maintained by a dedicated engineering staff. 



Kalibobo 303 Apartments now 
Open 
The Hon Nixon Duban officially opened the 10 new 303 Apart-
ments on 19th February witnessed by more that 100 invited 
guests.   Sir Peter said that the units will be sold as short term 
guests and long term tenants providing one and two bed rooms 
all with ensuites, private balconies, full kitchens, laundry and 
would be fully serviced.   Guests and tenants would have full 
access to the facilities offers provided by both the Kalibobo Vil-
lage and the adjacent Madang Resort. 

NDA appoints a new Japanese 
Dive Instructor/Manager 

Sir Peter has announced the 
appointment of a new Japanese 
Dive Instructor who will run the 
P.A.D.I dive facility at the Ma-
dang Resort.  He will take up his 
position in July 2016. 

The Dive Shop remains one of the oldest dive facilities in PNG 
which was first opened in 
1976 and was the base for 
the famous Cousteau family 
where both their famous 
vessels were based  during 
which time they produced 3 
documentaries on Papua New Guinea including the “Ring of 
Fire” which has won world wide acclaim. 

Minister hints removal of 
restriction on Tourist Visas 
for Australian Tourists 
The newly appointed Minister for Tourist & Sports in PNG, 
Justin Tkatchenko has hinted at last the PNG Government 
will remove the restriction imposed on Australian tourists 
visiting PNG.   He also hinted that a fee of K200 per person 
would be charged as a tourist visa fee in the same breath,  I 
guess we should be grateful for small mercies! 
We expect an 
announce-
ment to be 
made in the 
near future 
after it has 
been  
approved by 
Cabinet. 

Andrew Barter attended Tokyo  
Marine Dive Fair Apr 1-3 
MTS and Niugini Diving Adventures will be represented at the Tokyop 
Dive Show by Andrew Barter who himself is a keen recreational diver and 
is keen to meet Air Niugini Manager for Japan, Korea Tetsuo Suzuki  Who 
has arranged appointments to meet the top producing agents in Tokyo. 
Air Niugini is planning a second service to Tokyo in 2016 which has 
prompted MTS to appoint the new Dive Instructor/Manager who will 
take up his position in July. 
Madang Resort  is the top rated hotel by Japanese Operators, apart  from 
diving, MTS will be encouraging non divers to visit Madang to cruise 
aboard the Kalibobo Spirit to the Sepik River and the islands and villages 
around Madang. 

NMSA Reduces Fees 
Ship owners and operators will be pleased to learn that NMSA have fi-
nally agreed to a 60% reduction on fees levied on visits to PNG recognis-
ing  the need to attract more cruise ships to ports in PNG..  This has been 
partly the result of Sir Peter’s  continual communication with the PNG 
Prime Minister, Peter O’Neill the PNG TPA and the PNG Dept of Trans-
port.   The P&O  Pacific Dawn & Pacific Aria are now calling into Madang 
as apart of their PNG Cruises handled by MTS. 

                           MELANESIAN TOURIST SERVICES LIMITED 
P.O. Box 707, Madang, Papua New Guinea T: +675 4241300 F: +675 4222543 E: info@mtspng.com 

Madang’s Chef  Extraordinaire! 
Abraham Molukwewa hails from Kaguaga Village 
on Kailuena Island in the Trobriand Islands, he 
joined Madang Resort in 2000 and through his 
sheer determination became head cook aboard 
the Kalibobo Spirit, Chef at the Madang Resort 
and  Head Chef all in a very short period of time. 
Sir Peter said that Abraham ability to work under 
pressure, manage a kitchen staff of 15 coupled 
with his understanding of fine cuisine has resulted 
in Abe being accelerated through the System. His 
enthusiasm, his ability to learn and win the re-
spect of so many people including Mick Jagger  who enjoyed 6 days aboard 
the Kalibobo Spirit in November 2014. 

Cairns Connection 
If you are passing through or visiting Cairns or Far North Queensland you 
should check out the Tropical Heritage Cairns located in the CBD at 8 
Minnie Street rated by trip advisor as #5 hotel in Cairns or the Cairns 
Sheridan Hotel located at 295 Sheridan Street, North Cairns near the 
airport offering 4 star accommodation, conference facilities and the 
Palms Restaurant.  Both the Heritage & Sheridan are owned by MTS and 

you can ar-
range tours, 
transfers from 
the tour office 
in either hotel. 
If you are pro-
ceeding to 
PNG make 
yourself known 
to the Man-
agement. and 
staff and they 
will afford  
assist you in 
Cairns. 


